agents from merely theoretical premises in the last section o
the Groundwork (1785) is generally considered a “spectacular
trainwreck” in the literature. The common view is that Kant’s
“deduction” suffers from a circular reasoning: his claim that
moral considerations ought to always take precedence over
non-moral (or prudential) considerations presupposes a prior
commitment to morality.

| argue that Kant might have a path out of the “circle.” The key
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