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"Qiana Whitted's well-written study 
confirms and complicates EC's reputation 
as the most aesthetically ambitious and 
politically daring comic book company of 
the twentieth-century. A subtle exploratio� 
of the relationship between race, gender, • 
and representation, it should be considered 
essential reading for anyone with an 
investment in modern popular culture." 

-Ben Saunders, coeditor of Comic Book
Apocalypse: The Graphic World of Jack
Kirby

"Whitted's insightful book EC Comics
thoughtfully weaves together carefully 
researched historical context, keen analysis 
of the discourse communities surrounding 
EC. and meticulous close readings of the 
comics, ultimately building a powerful 
argument for the decisive role the company 
and its comics played in combating social 
injustices of the day while advocating for a 
better, more inclusive society in the future!' 

-Susan Kirtley, coauthor of Lynda Barry:
Girlhood through the Looking Glass

A volume in the Comics Culture series, 
edited by Corey Creekmur 
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and for a publication that long outlived the 
company's other titles, Mad magazine. But 
during its heyday in the early 1950s, EC was 
also an early innovator in another genre of 
comics: the so-called "preachies," socially 
conscious stories that boldly challenged the 
conservatism and conformity of Eisenhower
era America. 

EC Comics examines a selection of these 
works-sensationally-titled comics such as 
"Hate!," "The Guilty!," and ''.Judgment Day!"
and explores how they grappled with the civil 
rights struggle, antisemitism, and other forms 
of prejudice in America. Putting these socially 
aware stories into conversation with EC's 
better-known horror stories, Qiana Whitted 
discovers surprising similarities between 
their narrative, aesthetic, and marketing 
strategies. She also recounts the controversy 
that these stories inspired and the central role 
they played in congressional hearings about 
offensive content in comics. The first serious 
critical study of EC's social issues comics, this 
book will give readers a greater appreciation 
of their legacy. 
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and African American studies at the University 
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author of A God of Justice?: The Problem of Evil
in 20th Century Black Literature. 
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